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DIVvINE LITURGY VARIABLES SUNDAY APRIL 26, 2026
SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH BEARING WOMEN,
Frous JOSEPH OF ARIMATHAEA & RIGHTEOUS NICODEMUS

Christ Is Risen! Indeed, He Is Risen!

PASCHAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE
*Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in
the tombs bestowing life!
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Verily, Jesus is Risen from the tomb, as He had foretold, and hath bestowed life
eternal upon us, and Great Mercy.
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou
didst destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the
earth, all the powers of Heaven did ery aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF JOSEPH OF ARTMATHAFA IN TONE TWO

The noble Joseph, taking Thine immaculate Body down from the Tree, and having wrapped
It in pure linen and spices, laid It for burial in a new tomb. But on the third day Thou didst arise, O
Lord, granting to the world Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN IN TONE TWO

Unto the myrrh-bearing women did the Angel cry out as he stood by the grave: Myrrh-oils
are meet for the dead, but Christ hath proved to be a stranger to corruption. But cry out: The Lord
1s risen, granting to the world Great Mercy.

THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the
power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Chnst God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women,
Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.

We Celebrate Today
On April 26 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Hieromartyr Basil, bishop of
Amasea with Venerable Glaphyra; and Stephen,_ bishop of Perm.
2 On this day, the third Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the feast of the holy Myrrh-bearing
women_ And we also commemorate Joseph of Arimathaea, the secret disciple, and Nicodemus, the
disciple by might.

Christ iz brought myrrh by the wise women disciples;
And to them, I bring a hymn as myrrh in offering.

The women went to Christ’s tomb on Holy Pascha to anoint His body, only to discover 1t empty.
We know the names of only eight of these women: Mary the Theotokos, the “mother™ of James
and Joses, who were the sons of Joseph the Betrothed from his previous marriage (Matt. 27:36
and Mark 15:40); Mary Magdalene; Mary, the wife of Cleopas; Joanna the wife of Chuza; Salome
the mother of the sons of Zebedee; Susanna; and Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus. Joseph
was a rich and noble man_ and a member of the Privy Council of Jerusalem. He dared to ask Pilate
for the undefiled body of our Savior, which he took and buried in his own new tomb.
Accompanying Joseph to the sepulcher was Nicodemus, a Jerusalemite who was one of the
leaders of the Pharisees. Nicodemus brought 100 pounds of myrrh and aloes to scent and embalm
the body of Christ.

By the intercessions of the holy Myrrh-bearers, Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus,
and all Thy Saints, O Chnst God, have mercy on us. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

+Healing & Recovery Fr. Paul Yerger Fr. Leo . Deacon Terry. Kh. Janet Henderson. Jov
Logue. Dolores Nosser. Rick Collins. George Michael Nasif. Lynne Abraham. Pam Smath,
Irene Tzotzolas. Maha Habeeb. Michael Farnis Athena Georgia Andrea Simon. Chuck
Abraham. Drew Anderson. Carla Leese.

+Birthdays & Anniversaries April. Mary Rantisi (26), Daniil Zavyalov (28) Omar Logue
(28), Inesa Blackburn (30,

+Holv Bread & Coffee Hour. Are offered by Ehonda, Gary, Richard, Ellis & Bill. 40 days
trisagion prayer for the handmaid of God Sue Thomas.

+Keep in vour pravers. Our Catechumens, Cole Gary, & John Morgan Mcnight. Who are
preparing themself for the Holy Sacrament of Chrismation.

+ The Sacrament of Chrismation for Jacob Millike s today Sunday April 26 during the
Divine Litorgy.

+Mother’s Day Brunch Sunday May 10. Is Offered by Rhonda (Thomas)Wright.

+Diocese OF Miami & The Southeast 2026 PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE (PLC) hosted by
St. Nicholas Church of Springdale, Arkansas June 10 - 13, 2026 If you would like to register
or have any gquestions about PLC, please get in touch with miamiplc@antiochianevents.com

: The Church Fathers Teach

let us remember what fidelity and devotion mean, and what a clean conscience means. The
holy women did everything in order to show attention to their Teacher. Fearing no
dangers they go to Golgotha, they accompany Him, they stand at the Cross on Golgotha,
they watch, looking reverently upon how their Teacher is buried — and for this they have
the joy of seeing Him in glory, risen from the dead, before the Apostles. Remember how
important it is to be faithful to God. Fidelity and devotion to Him enlighten the human

conscience and illumine the human mind.
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THE EPISTLE

The Lord is my strength and my song. With chostisement has the Lord chostened me.
The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. [6:1-7)

In those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, the Hellenists murmured
against the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily mimistry. And the twelve
surmoned the multitude of the disciples and said: “Tt is not right that we should forsake the werd
of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from ameng you seven men of good report,
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appeint to this duty. And we will devote ourselves
to prayer and to the ministry of the word ™ And the saving pleased the whole multitude, and they
chose Stephen. 2 man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Préchoros, and Nikanor,
znd Timon, and Parmends, and Nikolaos a proselyte of Antioch. Theze they zet before the apostles,
znd they prayed and laid their hands upon them. And the word of God increased; and the mumber
of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly, and 2 great company of the priests were
obedient to the faith.

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to 5t. Mark. {15:43-16:8)

At that time, Joseph of Arimathsea. a respected member of the council, who was alse
himself looking for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body
of Jesuz. And Pilate wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked
him whether Jesus was already dead. And when he leamed from the centurion that He was dead,
he granted the body to Jozeph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taloing Him down, wrapped Him
in the linen shroud, and laid Him in a torab, which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a
stone against the door of the tomb. Mary hMagdalens and MMary, the mother of Joses saw where He
was laid. And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome, bought spices, 3o that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early in the moming, on
the first day of the week, they came to the tomb at the rising of the sun. And they were saying to
one znother, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb? And looking up,
they saw that the stone was rolled back — it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a
voung man sitting on the right side, dressed in a long white robe; and they were amazed. And he
said to them, “Dio not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, Whe was crucified. He is rizen; He
1 not here; see the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going
before vou to Galilee; there you will see Him, as He told you.™ And they went out quickly and fled
from the tormk; for rembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they zaid nothing to
anyone, for they were afraid.



