DIVINE LITURGY FEBRUARY 08, 2026

*DivINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM™
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SOM &

AFTER-FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION (MEETING) OF CHRIST

THE EPISTLE

The Lord is my strength and my song. The Lord has chostened me severely.
The Reading from the First Epistle of 5t. Paul to the Corinthians. [6:12—2ﬂ1|

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpfol. All things are lawful for me, but [
will not be enslaved by anything. Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food; but God will destrov
both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And
God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do vou not know that vour bodies are members of
Chrizt? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you
not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two
shall become one flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every
other sin which a man commits iz outside the body; but the itmmoral man sins agamst his own body. Do vou not
know that vour body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within vou, which vou have from God? You are not vour
own; you were bought with a price. So, glorify God in vour bodyv, and in vour spirit, which are God’s.

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to 5t. Luke. (15:11-32)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the vounger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.” And he divided his living between them Not
many days later, the vounger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far countrv, and there he
squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country,
and he began to be in want. So. he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him
into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself, he said, "How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough
and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and [ will say to him, “Father, [
have sinned against heaven and before vou; [ am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your
hired servants. ™ And he arose and came to his father. But while he was vet at a distance, his father saw him and
had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, [ have sinned
against heaven and before vou; [ am no longer worthy to be called vour son.” But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the
fatted calf and kaill 1t, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and iz found.” And they began to tnake merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near
to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he
said to him, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe
and sound.” But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his
father, ‘Lo, these many years [ have served vou, and I never disobeyed vour command; yet vou never gave me a
koid that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured vour living
with harlots, vou killed for him the fatted calf!” And he said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that
iz mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and 1s alive; he was
lost, and is found.™



repentance. Our Savior wants to call back to His mansions all those who have been overtaken by
despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for their grave sins. The Father encourages all of his lost
children to remove the desperation from their hearts, and revive their energies for virtuous deeds.

Through Thine ineffable love for mankind, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 08, 2026
TONE 2./ EOTHINON 2,
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON &

AFTER-FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION (MEETING) OF CHRIST

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou
didst destrov hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the
earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the Sun of justice, Christ our
God, lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in thine
arms the Deliverer of our souls, Who granteth us Resurrection.

APOLYTIKION OF 5T. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR

As deliver of Captives: And defender of the Poor, Healer of the Infirm champion of Kings,

Victorious Great Martyr George, Intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation.
KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST I[N TONE ONE

Thou Who didst sanctify the Virgin's womb by Thy birth, and didst bless Simeon's hands as was
meet, by anticipation hast even now saved us, O Christ God. But grant peace in the midst of wars unto
Thy commonwealth and strengthen the hierarchs whom Thou hast loved, O only Friend of man

We Celebrate Today

On February 8§ in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Great-martyr
Theodore the General {Stratelates”); and the Prophet Zachariah

On the Sunday which falls during the Afier-feast of the Presentation (Meeting) of our Lord,
we commemorate the Holy and Righteous Mothers of the Three Hierarchs: Emmelia (Basil the
Great), Nona (Gregory the Theologian) and Anthousa (John Chrysostom).

Omn this day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which occurs in the
noble Gospel and which our deified Fathers reinstituted in the Triodion.

Verses
O thou who art like me, a prodigal, come forward with confidence and tranquility;
For unto all has been opened the door of Divine Mercy.

In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the condition of the sinner, the
canon of repentance and the knowledge of God’s compassion. For in the person of the prodigal son,
we view the wretched condition that sin creates for us, distant from God and His Sacraments.
However, we become aware of ourselves and awaken, hastening with hope to return to Him through

ANNOUNCEMENTS
+Healing & Recovery Fr. Paul Yerger. Fr. Leo . Deacon Terrv. Kh. Janet Henderson. Jov
Logue. Sue Thomas. Dolores Nosser. Rick Collins, George Michael Nasif. Lynne Abraham.
Pam Smith_ Irene Tzotzolas. Maha Habeeb. Michael Farris. Athena Georgia Andrea Simon.
Chuck Abraham Timmie Fedell Alan Evans Janice Strickland. Drew Anderson. Jackson
ballinger. Carla Leese. Rhonda Wright.
+Birthdays & Anniversaries. Feb. Meredith Hull (9). Caroline Angelo (117, Clyde Ellis (13).
Anthony Karam Albert & Gloria Dornbusch (14). Maha Habeeb, (15). Elena Kabanova (19).
Frances Anne Dallaire (2. Gary Thomas, Tasos [oannides (21). Buddy Strickland (22) Kh.
Diana Karam (247, Helen Abraham, Miriam Jabbour, Ray Wright, Vera Ann Fedell (23).
+Keep in your prayers. Our Catechumens, Cole Gary, Jacob Milliken & John Morgan
Meright. Who are preparing themself for the Holy Sacrament of Baptism & Chrismation.
+House Blessing. Make vour arrangement with Fr. Gabriel to bless your home.

+Holy Bread & Coffee Hour 2026 If vou would like to reserve a Sunday, please call Mrs.
Paula Shaw 601-218- 9448

+Soul Samrday. Orthros & Liturgy Saturday Feb 14 @ 9am. If vou would like to pray for
vour beloved departed ones, Make vour offering, Write their names and Come to the church
to Participate in the pravers. We don’t pray for ashes but for living souls awaiting the Lord’s
mercy, and who never die.

+Parish Council Meeting Tuesday February 24 at 6:30 pm.

+Great Holy Lent starts on Monday February 23. The traditional fasting discipline (no
poultry, meat, eges, dairy, fish, wine) is observed Monday through Friday with katalysis for
wine on Saturday and Sunday (on March 25th [Annunciation] and April 5 [Palm Sunday]
there is also katalysis for fish) No eating from Midnight till noon every day except on the
weekend. —
A The Church Fathers Teach

_ The Lord greatly loves the repenting sinner and mercifully presses him to His bosom:
"Where were you, My child? I was waiting a long time for yon." The Lord calls all to
Himself with the voice of the Gospel, and his voice is heard in all the world: "Come to |
me, my sheep. I created you, and I love you. My love for you brought Me to earth, and
I suffered all things for the sake of your salvation, and I want you all to know my love,
and to say, like the apostles on Tabor: Lord, it is good for us to be with You."

—f5t Silouwan the Athonite, Writings, IL27)
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