CHRIST'S WORDS PAINT A MAJESTIC SCENE

hat profound lessons are contained In the words of Christ on this Meat
(VV Fare Sunday befare the Great Fast! What 3 majestic scena g paintad

as Jesus depicts Judgement Day when He comes in glory and before
Him are gathered all nations! There the words of the Lard are prociaimed:
“Coma, you blessed of My Father” spoken to one group; and then, “Depart from
Me,” spoken fo another group.

it iz imporiant to note that Jesus identifies Himself with the hungry, the naked,
the sick, the imprisoned, the ouleasts of society. Whatever is done for tham, tha
Lord insists, is done to Him. And conversely, whatever paople fail 1o da for
these unfortunate and needy cnes, they fail to do 1o Christ. What an indictment
this is on socioty today, with the many hungry, homeless, the sick of bady and
spirit, the refugesa in strange places, who seek help and care.

Thera is an old story told about St John Chrysostom, the great Patrarch of
Constantinople, Some people once came to him asking lo see the rich gaold
altar of the magnificent Church of Holy Wisdom. He |z said to have taker hem
to the street. pointed out the hungry. the homeless, the needy of the: city and
said: “Bahold, the altar on which you may bring sacrifice and offering to God™

Another important aspecl of the Gospel narralive is the identity of those in
need. Mationality plays no part. Creed and color are not mentionsd.  What
matters s nead, What matters is the response of people to that need.

As we draw near 1o the Great Fast, we have our Lord's instruction for us, This
iz a time of renewal. ol repentance, of commitment to Christ and Church and of
rededication to the teachings of our Lord,
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[[hen Thow, O God, wilt come to earth with clory,
and all things tremble, and the river of five floweth before
the Judgment Seat, and the hooks are opened and the
hidden things made public, then deliver me from the
unquenchable fire, and deem me worthy to stand at Thy

right hand,  most righteous Judge.

Clureh Calendar: Check the Link. huu:.".fm\'w.menmcvi:kshur-_r.uru.-'son-itc_mml



SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

The Very Rev. Father Gabriel Karam, Pastor
Suturday Great Vespers 6:00 p.m. - Sunday Orthros 9:15 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m. - Confessions: By Appointment
DiviNE LITurGY VARIABLES OM SUNDAY MaRcH 10, 2024
TonNE 7/ EOTHINON 7
SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT (MEAT FARE)
RESURBECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thielt Thou didst
turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a
warnmg, that Thou hast nsen O Chnst, granting to the world the Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF 8T. GEORGE [N TONE FOUR
As deliver of Captives: And defender of the Poor, Healer of the Infirm, champion of
Kinga, Victorious Great Martyr Georze, Intercede with Christ our God for our souls *salvation.
KONTAKION FOR SUNDAY OF LAST JUDGMENT [N TONE ONE
When Thou comest, O God, to earth with glory, and all creatures tremble before Thee, and
the river of fire floweth before the Altar, and the books are opened and sins revealed, deliver e
then from that unquenchable fire, and make me worthy to stand at Thy nght band, O nighteous
Tudge.

LENTEN TROPARIA
Huave mercy upon me, @ God, according ro Thy lovingkindners; according to the multinde
Glfmlp' rE’f]C“E‘J" Mercles b!ﬂf (£ m_}- !mria'gra.r.ﬁ'ian.&'.
If I think upen the multitude of my evil deeds, wreteh that T wn, T tremble for the temble
Day of Tudgment. But. trusting the compassion of Thy mercy. 1 shout to Thee like David, Have
mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy Great Merey.

We Celebraie Today

On March 10 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate Martyr Kodratos of Corinth
and his five companions: and Anastasia the patrician of Alexandria.

Today, we commemorate the Second and impartial Coming of our Lord Jesus Chist.

Verses
When the Tudge of all sitteth to judge the carth,
Come now! Mayest, Thou judge me worthy of Thy voice!|

It is the Sunday of the Last Tudgment—known also as Meal Fare Sunday—the lesson of
which occurs in today's Holy Gospel. Jesus illustrates to us God's in=ffable goodness and His
great love for mankind. And so. lest some who are lary shouold lomter and spend the tune
appropriate to their salvation in the pursuit of sin. and be suddenly overtaken by death. the divine
Fathers decree that on this day the remembrance of the Second Appearance of Christ may be
celebrated. The intention is to remind them that, as God 1= good and loving to mankind, He 18 also
a very nghtzous Judge Who recompenses each according to his deeds. Owr Lord teaches ns that

when we mumster to our beother or sister, we really mmster to Him. This brings us
righteonzness and life eternal.
By Thine meffable love for mankind, © Chnst God. make us worthy of Thy devoted
voice, number s among Thy righteous ones and have merey on us. Amen
ANNOUNCEMENTS
+Healing & Recovery Gail Lee, Georze Masif Jr. Butch Masif. Jov Logue, Sue Thomas,
Dolores Mosser. Riley Davis. Hugh Commings. Rick Collins. George Michael Masif, Nahil

Jowmana Karam, Fr. Maximaos Saikaly,

+Ioly Bread & Coffee Hour 2024 If you wounkld like to reserve a Sunday, please call Mrs.
Mary Rantizi 601-520-7203. Holy Bread & Coffee Hour are offfered today by Bobby
Lutton.

4Birthdays & Anniversaries Mar, Catlu Verlune (7). Carla Leese (8). Will Mackay (23]
Paula Shaw (25), Tea & Secott Blackbum (26). Peggy Thomas (27), Jeff West, Chris
Maxwell (28], Kayles Winght (29). Madeline Hull (31).

2Parish Council Meeting On Tuesday March 19 @ 7 pin.

+Agape Meal Potluck, every Wednesday after the Presanctified Liturgy Starting March 20%,
+Family Night Will Start. The monthly family night will start on April 25 at the house of

Gary and Dam Eay Thomas, 6 to 8§ pm. Potluck, fellowship and spiritual food, don’t miss it.
+Home bhlessing 1f vou would like your house to be blessed speak with the priest please.

Fxeal week 15 Forpivmess Sunday. Great Vespars of Forpiveness will be served on Sunday
Mar. 17th @ 6pm

FGreat Holy Lent (fast) will start on Monday Mar. 18th Every might service at 6:00 pm.

Except Sunday. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday Great Compline Wednesday FPresanctified

Liturgy Followed by Agape meal (Pothick). Fridav Akathist Service .

The Church Fathers Teach

You should, return, brethren, to ourselves, rejecting once and for all with disgust the serpent’s
counsel and onr deflection to what is base. For we cannot be reconciled with God and assimilated
to Him umnless we [rst refurn or, rather, coter into ourselves, in se [ar as this lies within our
power, For the miracle consists in tearing ourselves away from the distraction and vain concerns
of the world and in this way relentlessly seiring hold of the kingdom of heaven within ns.
(Mikiphoros the Moak)

Welcome our Fisitors! We invite you fo venerate the cross af the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy.
Heowever, only Ovthodox Christians who are i geod standing and whe hove prepared by praver.
Jfasting, and Confession may receive Holy Commurion




DIVINE LITURGY MARCH 10, 2024

~DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYS0STOM™
SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT (MEAT FARE)

THE EPISTLE

The Lord will give strength to His people.
Ascribe to the Lord, O sans of God, oscribe to the Lord glory and honar.

The Reading from the First Epistle of 5t. Paul to the Corinthians. (8:8-9:2)

Brethren, food will not bring us closer to God; for netther 1if we eat, are we the better,
nor if we do not eat, are we the worse. But take heed lest by any means this authority of
yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak. For if anyone sees you, as someone
who has knowledge, reclining at a table in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of the
one who iz weak be emboldened to eat of the things sacrificed to 1dols, and through your
knowledge the weak brother perishes, for whom Christ died? And thus, sinming against the
brethren, and wounding their conscience when 1t is weak, vou sin against Christ. Therefore,
if food causes my brother to stumble, I will not eat meat forever, lest I cause my brother to
stumble. Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are not
you my work in the Lord? If to others I am not an apostle, yet at least I am to you; for the
seal of my apostleship are vou in the Lord.

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to 5t. Matthew. (25:31-46)

The Lord said, “When the Son of man comes in His glory, and all the angels with

Him, then He will sit on His glonous throne. Before Him will be gathered all the nations, and
He will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and
He will place the sheep at His right hand, but the goats at the left. Then the King will say to
those at His right hand. *Come, O blessed of my Father. inherit the kingdom prepared for you |
from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and yvou gave Me food, I was thirsty and
you gave Me dnnk, T was a stranger and vou welcomed Me, T was naked and you clothed
Me,_ T was sick and vou visited Me, I was in prison and you came to Me.” Then the righteous
will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see Thee hungry and feed Thee, or thirsty and give
Thee drink? And when did we see Thee a stranger and welcome Thee, or naked and clothe
Thee? And when did we see Thee sick or in prison and visit Thee?” And the Eing will
answer them, “Truly, I say to you. as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, yvou
did it to Me.” Then He will say to those at hig left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave Me no
food, T was thirsty and you gave Me no drink, I was a stranger and vou did not welcome Me,
naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.” Then they
also will answer, “Lord. when did we see Thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or i1 prison, and did not minister to Thee?” Then He will answer them, “Truly, I say to
you, as you did 1t not to one of the least of these, you did 1t not to Me.” And they will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life ™



